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SUBJECT: UN FINANCE - COMMITTEE ON CONTRIBUTIONS 
REF: USUN A-184 DATED FEBRUARY 13, 1976 

1 . REF AIRGRAM TRANSMITTED UN NOTE ANNOUNCING FORTHCOMING 
MEETING OF UN COMMITTEE ON CONTRIBUTIONS AND INDICATING 
THAT UN STATISTICAL OFFICE HAD REQUESTED GOVERNMENTS TO 
SUBMIT NATIONAL INCOME STATISTICS FOR PERIOD 1972-1974 FOR 
USE IN DEVELOPING UN SCALE OF ASSESSMENTS FOR 1977-1979. 

THERE IS NO INDICATION THAT REQUEST FOR U.S. DATA WAS TRANS- 
MITTED THROUGH USUN. 

2. WE ARE CONCERNED THAT UN OFFICE HAS SENT A REQUEST FOR 
DATA DIRECTLY TO A U.S. AGENCY RATHER THAN MAKING A FORMAL 
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REQUEST TO THE USG THROUGH USUN. (MISSION HAS INFORMALLY 
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ADVISED US THAT THIS PRACTICE HAS BEEN FOLLOWED IN THE 
PAST AND IS MEANS BY WHICH UN HAS OBTAINED 1972-74 STATIS- 
TICS.) THIS PROCEDURE NOT ONLY MEANS THAT THE DEPARTMENT/ 
MISSION DOES NOT KNOW THE SPECIFICS OF THE REQUEST, IT ALSO 
MEANS THAT WE KNOW NOTHING ABOUT THE REPLY. IN THIS 
INSTANCE THE SITUATION IS PARTICULARLY AWKWARD SINCE THE 
U.S. EXPERT MEMBER OF THE COMMITTEE ON CONTRIBUTIONS SHOULD 

BE AWARE OF U.S. STATISTICS BEFORE BEING CONFRONTED WITH 
THEM AT COMMITTEE MEETING. 

3. MISSION WILL WISH TO ASSURE THAT FUTURE REQUESTS FOR 
INFORMATION ARE DIRECTED TO THE MISSION FOR TRANSMITTAL 
THROUGH DEPARTMENT TO APPROPRIATE USG AGENCY AND THAT 
REPLIES WILL BE RETURNED TO UN THROUGH SAME CHANNELS. KISSINGER 
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